[Syncope--incidence, diagnosis and differential diagnosis].
Syncopes are not rare at all. They are seen in 0.75% of patients of an outpatient department of internal medicine, and 0.03% of blood donors have syncopes. In the Framingham study, in the course of 26 years 3 to 3.6% of the population had syncopes. The diagnosis can be made just by careful questioning and the usual physical examination of the patient. In spite of thorough examination, the cause of the syncope cannot be determined in 25 to 85% of cases. Among those carefully analysed, 5 to 15% are due to a primary cerebral cause and 15 bis 40% are due to a cardiovascular problem. Of course selection of patients following the institution which made these studies play an important role. We conclude that the careful questioning of the patient and, if possible, of witnesses of the syncope represents the most important element for diagnosis.